
Interdisciplinary Journal of African & Asian Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, 2016, ISSN: 2504-8694    

 

MKPQNIMI N’ASXSX IGBO 
 

Atowa N. Chinwe 
Department of Igbo language 

Federal College of Education, Yola 
+234803 618 1684 

& 
Igbeaku C. Benjamin  

Department of Linguistics, Igbo & Other Nigerian Languages 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka 

+234803 315 6026, +234703 669 7152 
benjaminigbeaku@gmail.com 

 
 
ABSTRACT 
Speech sound is the minimal identifiable distinct segments of sound that occurs in speech. All 
the speech sounds we make when we speak are the result of muscles contracting. The muscles in 
the larynx produce many different modifications in the flow of air which goes through vocal tract 
and it obligatorily ends at the mouth and nostrils as either oral or nasal sound. Premised on this 
movement of air from diaphragm to oral or nasal cavities, this study investigates nasalised 
consonant sound in the Igbo language. It specifically examines the controversy surrounding the 
existence of nasalised consonant sound in Igbo and the degree of its manifestation in relation to 
Orlu dialect of Igbo. The data used in this study were gathered through oral interview using three 
native speakers of the dialect. This research, therefore, found out that nasalised sound is not in 
the phonological inventories of the Standard Igbo orthography. It also found out that nasalised 
sound is a distinctive speech sound in Orlu variety of Igbo. Nasalised sound is not associated 
with vowel sounds in the Orlu variety of Igbo. However, this nasalised phonological trait is 
evident in consonant sounds of the dialect of the study. Some of the observed consonant sounds 
that collocate with nasalised symbols in Orlu are: /r, d, v, z, ɦ, s/. In addition, inferences from the 
analyses show that some of these nasalised sounds in Orlu form minimal pairs with the Standard 
Igbo as shown below: /zɔ́/ and /z̃ɔ́/, /ɦá/ and /ɦ̃á/, /ra ́/ and /r̃á/, /sá/ and /s ̃á/. This study 
recommends the inclusion of nasalised sound in the phonological inventories of the Standard 
Igbo language; it is a distinctive sound in Orlu variety of the Igbo language. 
 
Xm[ 
Xdaasxsx bx ntak[r[ qpxrxiche mkpxrxxda nke a na-ezipxta mgbe a na-akpqpxta xda. A na-
enweta mkpxrxxda niile any[ na-ezipxta mgbe any[ na-ekwu okwu site na mmekqr[tan nj[akpq 
xda. Site na njem ikuku ka qgwqqrq ji ezipxta xda d[ iche iche nke na-esite n’qwa ikuku 
akpqmxxda kwxs[ n’qnx na n’imi d[ ka xdaqnx ma q bx xdaimi. N’ihi njem ikuku a nke na-esite 
n’akpa ikuku ruo n’uji qnx ma q bx uji imi ka ederede a ji eleba anya na mkpxrxxda mkpqnimi 
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bx mgbochiume n’Igbo. Mbunuuche nchqcha bx ileba anya na nghqtahie e nwere n’qd[d[ 
mkpqnimi n’Igbo d[ ka o siri metuta olund[ Orlu (Qlx) nke d[ n’Imo Steeti. E nwetere ngwa qrx e 
jiri rxq qrx na nchqcha a site n’ajxjx qnx nd[ nchqcha gbara mmadx atq nd[ bx nd[ Qlx ma 
bxrxkwa nd[ asxsx epum ha bx Qlx. Nchqcha a chqpxtara na mkpqnimi ad[gh[ n’Igbo izugbe. Q 
chqpxtakwara na mkpqnimi bx qpxrxiche mkpxrx xda n’Qlx. Ederede a gara n’iru chqpxtakwa 
na q bx naan[ mgbochiume na-ebu akara mkpqnimi n’Qlx. Xdaume anagh[ ebu akara mkpqnimi 
n’Qlx. Xfqdx mkpxrx xda a chqpxtara na-enwe mkpqnimi n’asxsx e jiri mee nchqcha a gxnyere: 
/r, d, v, z, ɦ, s/. Xfqdx mkpqnimi nd[ a chqpxtara n’Qlx na-ebute mkp[iche n’ime mkpxrx okwu 
ole na ole e nwere n’Igbo izugbe na olund[ Qlx. Nd[ d[ ka: /zɔ́/ na /z ̃ɔ́/, /ɦa ́/ na /ɦ̃á/, /ra ́/ na /r ̃á/, 
/sá/ na /s ̃á/ bx mkp[iche. Ntinyeuche ederede a bx na q d[ mkpa [hx na atinyere mkpqnimi n’Igbo 
izugbe iji mee ka mkpxrx xda nd[ a pxrxiche bata n’asxsx Igbo. 
 

1.0 Mkpolite 

 1.0 Mkpolite 

Asxsx Igbo bx asxsx xdaolu. Mkpxrxxda e nwere n’Igbo d[ qtxtx. Tupu ihe e kwuru ma q bx e 
dere n’asxsx Igbo enwee nghqta, a ga-enweriri ezi mmekorita n’etiti mkpxrxxda d[ iche iche 
mebere mkpxrx okwu ma q bx ah[r[okwu a na-ezipxta. Mkpqnimi bx otu n’ime xda asxsx Igbo. 
Q na-eleba anya na mkpxrxxda nd[ a na-akpqpxta mgbe qdxakpo gbadatxrx ala iji mee ka ikuku 
na-esi ma n’qnx ma n’imi apx. Mbunuuche nchqcha a bx [chqpxta mkpqnimi e nwere n’asxsx 
Igbo. Q ga-eme nke a site n’[gbakwasa xkwx na mkpxrxxda iri atq na isii e nwere n’Igbo i ji 
chqpxta ma mkpqnimi q d[ n’ime ha. Nchqcha a bukwa n’uche ileba anya n’olund[ Qlx d[ ka otu 
n’ime olumba e nwere mkpqnimi n’ime olund[ d[ iche iche a na-enweta mkpqnimi na ya n’asxsx 
Igbo. 
 

Ihe kpalitere mmxq nd[ ome nchqcha a bx nd[ kwe na nd[ ekwegh[ e nwere banyere qd[d[ 
mkpqnimi n’asxsx Igbo nke butere nlegara anya a na-elegara mkpxrxxda mkpqnimi n’amxmamx 
Igbo. N’ihi ya, nchqcha a ga-agbakwasa xkwx na mkpxrxxda mgbochiume e nwere mkpqnimi 
n’Igbo na qnqdx ikuku mgbe a na-akpqpuxta ha. Mkpxrxxda asxsx bara nukwu uru n’amxmamx 
Igbo mana xfqdx nd[ na-eme amxmamx n’asxsx Igbo na-enwe ihe nh[ahx n’ihe banyere 
xdaasxsx Igbo txmad[ ebe mkpqnimi d[. Xfqdx amagh[ nd[iche e nwere n’etiti xdaimi na 
mkpqnimi. Ha na-ewere mkpqnimi d[ ka xdaimi na amagh[ na ha abxq bx qpxrxiche mkpxrxxda 
asxsx nke nwere qnqdx d[ iche iche ha na-anq ebe njiakpq d[ mgbe a na-akpqpxta nke q bxla 
n’ime ha. Nchqcha a ga-eme ka nd[ a na-enwe nsogbu n’ihe banyere mkpqnimi asxsx Igbo bxrx 
qkaibe na ya. Q ga-eme nke a site n’izipxta mkpxrxxda nd[ bx mkpqnimi n’olund[ e jiri mere ihe 
nchqcha a ma gosipxtakwa qnqdx njiakpq na mkpqpxta mkpqnimi n’Qlx.  Nchqcha ga-abakwa 
uru n’amxmamx Igbo txmad[ n’ebe xd[d[ xdaasxsx na qd[d[ xdaasxsx Igbo d[. Q ga-enye aka 
[chqputa na o nwere mkpxrxxda d[ mkpa kwesiri [d[ n’asxsx Igbo mana q d[gh[. Nke a ga-eme na 
mgbe qzq a ga-emeghar[ mkpxrxxda Igbo ka e nwee ike itinye mkpqnimi na ya. Nd[ nkuzi, xmx 
akwxkwq na nd[ ihe banyere asxsx Igbo na-amas[ ga-ejikwa ihe a chqpxtara na nchqcha a rxq 
qrx n’amxmamx asxsx Igbo.  
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Nd[ nchqcha nwere ihe nramahx d[ iche iche mgbehaq na-eme nchqcha a. Nke mbx, ha abxgh[ 
nd[ Qlx. N’ihi ya, q h[ara ha ahx inweta nd[ Qlx ha gbara ajxjx qnx. Nd[ nchqcha nwekwara ihe 
nh[ahx n’[kpqpxta mkpxrxxda mkpqnimi n’olu Qlx d[ ka nd[ q bx epum ha siri akpq ya. 
Mkpqpxta mkpqnimi a bxrx ezigbo nsogbu, q bxlad[ mgbe nd[ a gbara ajxjx kpqpxtara ya ugboro 
ugboro. Izipxta akara mkpqnimi n’igwe ome ka mmadx (computer) bxkwara ihe nhiahx nd[ 
nchqcha zxtakwara n’xzq n’ederede a. Nd[ nchqcha gafechara ihe nh[ahx nd[ a niile site 
n’[gbak[r[ ala gaa ebe dum nd[ qkachamara n’xdaasxsx gwara ha gaa ma meekwa ihe niile ha s[r[ 
ha mee. Ederede a nwere nkeji ise d[ obosara: mkpalite nchqcha, ntuleghar[ agxmagx. Atq bx 
Usoro nchqcha na ntxcha ngwa qrx ebe nke anq bx nkqwas[ ngwa qrx nchqcha. Nke ikpeazx bx 
nch[kqta na mmechi nchqcha. 
 

2.0 Ntuleghar[ agxmagx 

 A haz[r[ mpaghara a n’xzq nd[ a: nnyocha atxtx, ntuleghar[ isiokwu, atxtx nchqcha na nchikqta 
ntuleghar[ agxmagx. 
 

2.1 Nnyocha atxtx 

Mkpxrxxda asxsx Igbo d[ iri atq na isii. Xzq abxq pxtara ihe n’xdaasxsx Igbo ederede a lebara 
anya na ha bx xdaume na mgbochiume. 
 
2.1.1 Mkpxrx xda asxsx xdaume Igbo izugbe 

Xdaume Igbo bx mkpxrxxda asxsx nd[ anagh[ enwe mgbochibido ikuku mgbe a na-akpqpxta ha. 
Qdxakpo na-agbago elu ebe ikuku na-esi n’qnx apxta. Mkpqxda na-ama jijiji na mkpqputa 
xdaume niile n’ihi na ha bx xda qnx ma bxrxkwa xdampxta. Igbo nwere xdaume asatq:  
/a.e,i,[,o,ɔ,u,ʊ/. E kewara ya xzq abxq d[ ka ha siri d[r[ na mkpqpxta: ±MUI (Mkpqga Ukwu Ire). 
Na Bekee, q pxtara: ±ATR (Advanced Tongue Root). Xdaume nke nwere akara a ‘+’ ka a na-
akpq xdaume nnwee Mkpqga Ukwu Ire ebe nke akara ya bx ‘-’ bx xdaume enwegh[ Mkpqga 
Ukwu Ire. Na mkpqpxta +MUI, ukwu ire na-agbat[ iji mee ka akpqpxta xda ka o kwesiri na q ga-
ad[ ebe nke bx –MUI na-enwe ndqla ukwu ire na mkpqpxta. +MUI bx xdaume arq ebe 
 –MUI bxz[ xdaume mfe. Xd[ xzq abxq a gxnyere: 
  [+MUI]        [-MUI]  

 i       u           [     ʊ  
 e      o          a      ɔ  

Lee anya n’ukpuru make eserese chaat[ xdaume Igbo izugbe. 
Tebulu 1 Sitere n’Anozie (1999:70) 
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Tebulu 1 na-egosipxta qnqdx mkpxrxxda xdaume mgbe a na-akpqpxta ha. Chaat[ a zipxtara 
xdaume asatq ma gosipxtakwa nd[ bx xdaume ihu na azx. Igbo izugbe enwegh[ xdaume etiti. Q 
bx naan[ n’olumba d[ iche iche d[ ka Nsxka ka e nwere ike inweta xdaume etiti n’Igbo. Chaat[ a 
gosikwara qnqdx akp[r[ mgbe a na-akpqpxta mkpxrxxda xdaume site n’izipxta ka akp[r[ si 
atachi, atachitu, eghetu na eghezu. Otu qnx si ajasa ma q bx ad[ okirikiri pxtakwara ihe na chaat[ 
a.  
 

2.1.2 Mkpxrx xda asxsx mgbochiume Igbo izugbe 

Mgbochiume Igbo bx mkpxrxxda nd[ na-enwe mgbochibido ikuku mgbe a na-akpqpxta ha. 
Xfqdx n’ime ha bx xda mpxta ebe nd[ qzq bx xda enwegh[ olu ma q bx xda ogbi. Mkpqxda na-
ama jijiji mgbe a na-akpq xdampxta. Mgbochiume Igbo d[ iri abxq na asatq n’qnxqgx. Ebe 
mgbakwasa xkwx na mgbochiume bx ebe mkpqpxta na qd[d[ mkpqpxta. Lee eserese chaat[ 
mgbochiume Igbo izugbe na tebulu 2 d[ n’okpuru.  
 

Tebulu 2 

Ebe 

 

Qd[d[ 

Egbugbere 

Qnx 

Egbugbere 

na eze 

Anyxrx Anyxrx 

na 

akpo 

Akpoike Egbugbere 

Na 

qdxakpo 

Qdxakpo Eko 

Akp[r[ 

Xdaike p            b  t        d   kw      gw k          g  

Xdashii  f            v s        z ʃ             ɣ        ɦ  

Xdachii             tʃ    ʤ                                        

Xdaimi              M           n               ɲ                 ŋʷ                ŋ  
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Xdaike 

ndakpo 

kp        gb         

Xdal[[            l      

Xdar[[            r      

Xdaw[[/yii              j      w  

 

Sitere n’Anagbogu, Mbah na Eme (2010:138) 
 
Chaat[ mgbochiume a na-egosipxta ebe na qd[d[ mkpqpxta mkpxrxxda mgbochiume Igbo 
izugbe. Na chaat[ a, ebe mkpxrxxda d[ abxq, nke nq n’aka nri bx xdampxta ebe nke nq n’aka 
ekpe bx xda enwegh[ olu ma q bx xda ogbi. 
 

 

2.2 Ntuleghar[ isiokwu 

Nd[ mere nchqcha banyere mkpqnimi n’asxsx Igbo pere ezigbo mpe. Mkpqnimi bx xd[r[ 
xdaasxsx nke a na-akpqpxta mgbe qdxakpo gbadara ala nye oghere ka ikuku nwee ike isi ma 
n’qnx ma n’imi pxq. N’agbagh[ na obere ikuku nwere ike isi n’imi pxq na mkpqpxta mkpqnimi, 
mkpqnimi bx xda qnx maka qdxakpo na-agbago elu na mkpqpxta mkpqnimi. Xda qnx bx 
mkpxrxxda nd[ ahx a na-akpqpxta mgbe qdxakpo gbagoro elu iji mechie qwa ikuku akpqmxda 
ka q ghara isi n’imi pqx. E nwere mkpqnimi xdaume na mgbochiume n’asxsx d[ iche iche. 
Ikekeonwu (1984:13) kqwara na “mkpqnimi nwere mmetxta ebe xdaume d[ kar[a na 
mgbochiume d[ ka o siri metxta asxsx d[ iche iche. Naan[ asxsx ole na ole ka a na-enweta 
mgbochiume d[ ka mkpqnimi”. Obi (1997) rxrx xka na mkpqnimi ka pxta ihe n’xdaasxsx 
mgbochiume kar[a xdaume. O mere nke a site n’ileba anya na mkpqnimi e nwere n’olund[ 
Osuowere nke d[ n’Imo Steeti. Q chqpxtara ihe nd[ a: 
 

1. Igbo izugbe   Osuowere   English gloss 

i. /sá/     /sá/     be large/flat  
ii.  /sá/    /s ̃á/    wash/bathe  
iii.  /sɔ̀/     /sɔ̀/    allergic to/avoid  
iv. /sò/    /s ̃ò/     follow  
v. /si/́    /ʃí/    cook  
vi. /sí/    /ʃ̃í/    warn/complain to  
vii. /ɦʊ́/    /ɦʊ́/    cut (with a knife)  
viii. /ɦʊ́/    /ɦ̃ʊ́/    roast  
iv. /rá/     /rá/     lick  
v. /rá/    /r̃á/    have sex  
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N’otu aka ahx, Okorji (1999) lebara anya na mkpqnimi e nwere n’olund[ Umuchu. Nchqcha ya 
na-egosi na mkpqnimi pxtara ihe n’olund[ Umuchu na mgbochiume. O z[pxtara xfqdx ihe [ma 
atx na nchqcha ya d[ ka: 
 

2. Igbo izugbe   Umuchu   English gloss  

i. /vʊ̀/    /vʊ̀/     uproot  
ii.  /vʊ̀/     /ṽʊ̀/     hatch (eggs)  
iii.  /sʊ̀/     /sʊ̀/     wash  
iv.  /sʊ̀/     /s ̃ʊ̀/     cut (grass)  
v.  /zʊ̀/     /zʊ̀/     buy  
vi.  /zʊ̀/     /z̃ʊ̀/     train or breed  
vii.  /sìe ́/     /ʃìe ́/     cook  
viii.  /sìe ́/     /ʃ̃ìe ́/     smell or rub  
iv.  /zi ̀é/     /ʒìe ́/     deliver (a message)  
v.  /zi ̀é/     /ʒ̃i ̀e ́/     blow (nose)  
vi.  /ɦá/     /ɦá/     they  
vii.  /ɦá/     /ɦ̃á/     make rain  
viii.  /ré/     /ré/     sell  
viv.  /ré/     /r̃é/     burn 
Nchqcha Obi (1997) na Okorji (1999) na-egosi na mkpqnimi d[ ka o siri pxta ihe n’[ma atx 1 na 

2 bx mkpxrxxda pxrxiche na mkpxrxxda Igbo izugbe. Q bxkwa n’ime mgbochiume ka 

mkpqnimi nd[ e zipxtara pxtara ihe kar[a n’xdaume d[ ka Ikekeonwu (1984) siri z[pxta. Nchqcha 

nd[ a bara uru n’isiokwu a n’ihi na ha dum na-eleba anya na mkpqnimi kama ha d[kwa iche n’ihi 

na q bxgh[ n’otu olund[ ka ha niile na-amx maka ya. Obi (1997) bx maka Osuowere, Okorji 

(1999) bx Umuchu. Isiokwu a na-eleba anya n’Igbo izugbe na olund[ Qlx nke d[ n’Imo Steeti. 

Nkamigbo (2014) mere nchqcha banyere mkpqnimi. Na nchqcha ya, q chqpxtara na mkpqnimi 

bx mkpxrxxda nqrq onwe ya. Mkpxrx xda nd[ a bx naan[ n’olumba ka ha d[. O kwuru ka 

emeghar[a Igbo izugbe iji mee ka mkpxrxxda nd[ pxrxiche ad[gh[ na ya nwee ike [d[ n’Igbo 

izugbe. 

 

2.3 Atxtx nchqcha 
 
N’amxmamx xda, mkpqnimi bx xda nd[ ahx a na-akpqpxta mgbe qdxakpo gbagoro elu obere iji 
mee ka ikuku xfqdx d[ ntak[r[ si n’imi were pxq. D[ ka o siri d[r[ na mkpxrxxda otu IPA 
(International Phonetics Alpabet), akara e ji ezipxta mkpqnimi bx ‘˜’. Nd[ Bekee kpqrq ya ‘tilde’. 
A na-etinye akara a n’elu mkpxrxxda q bxla bx mkpqnimi n’asxsx dum d[ n’xwa gbaa 
gburugburu. Mkpqnimi nwere ike [pxta ihe n’xdaume ma q bx mgbochiume d[ ka asxsx a na-ele 
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anya siri d[r[. Asxsx nd[ d[ ka Frenchi, Pqlish, Breton ka a na-enwetakar[ mkpqnimi nd[ bx 
xdaume. 
 
N’imerime asxsx nd[ mba xwa, mkpqnimi na-apxta ihe na mkpxrxxda mgbochiume q kachas[ 
ebe xdaimi d[ d[ ka /m,n,ɲ/ nq. Igbo izugbe enwegh[ mkpqnimi n’ime mkpxrxxda iri atq na isii e 
nwere. Qnxqgx mkpxrx edemede na mkpxrxxda e nwere n’Igbo ha nhatanha. Ma n’ime ha niile, 
o nwegh[ nke bx mkpqnimi. D[ ka o siri d[r[ n’asxsx Igbo, naan[ ebe a na-enweta ihe yitere 
mkpqnimi bx naan[ na mkpxrxxda ise bx xdaimi: /m,n,ɲ,ŋʷ,ŋ/. Na mkpxrxxda nd[ a yiri 
mkpqnimi, agagh[ eme ka any[ were ha d[ ka mkpqnimi. Naan[ ebe a na-enweta mkpqnimi bx 
n’olund[ d[ iche iche e nwere n’asxsx Igbo. Xfqdx olund[ d[ ka Aba, Ngwa, Owere, Umuchu, 
Qlx nwere mkpqnimi n’ime mkpxrxxda asxsx ha. 
 
Mkpqnimi nd[ a bx na mgbochiume ka ha na-apxtakar[ ihe. N’ime olund[ nwere mkpqnimi 
n’Igbo, o nwegh[ nke mkpqnimi pxtara ihe n’ime mkpxrxxda bx xdaume. Na mkpqpxta 
mkpqnimi niile, ikuku na esite na ngx na-esi ma n’qnx ma n’imi apx n’ihi na qdxakpo nke na ad[ 
n’akpo na-agbada agbada obere. Q gbadaa ala, xfqdx ikuku ga-esi n’imi ebe nd[ qzq ga-esi n’qnx 
were pxq. 
 

2.4 Nchikqta ntuleghar[ agxmagx. 

Na ntuleghar[ agxmagx a, ederede a chqpxtara na mkpqnimi bx otu n’ime xdaasxsx Igbo. Q 
chqpxtakwara na mkpqnimi ad[gh[ n’asxsx Igbo izugbe. Nke a pxtara ihe n’ime chaat[ udaume 
na mgbochiume e sere na tebulu 1 na 2. Naan[ ebe ole na ole e nwetara mkpqnimi bx n’olund[ d[ 
iche iche d[ ka Osuowere na Umuchu. Nke a mere ka o doo anya na mkpqnimi nd[ e nwere 
n’olund[ Igbo bx naan[ na mgbochiume ka ha d[. Ntuleghar[ agxmagx a zipxtara mkpa q d[ 
iwebata mkpqnimi n’Igbo izugbe n’ihi na q bx qpxrxiche mkpxrxxda asxsx Igbo. 
 
3.1 Usoro nchqcha na ntxcha ngwa qrx 

Usoro a gbasoro mee nchqcha a bx usoro nkqwa. Umo na Ezema (2007) kqwara usoro nkqwa d[ 
ka xd[r[ usoro e ji ezipxta ngwa qrx nchqcha site n’ [kqwa ngwa qrx ebe q d[ ukwuu d[ ka o siri 
metxta nchqcha qchacha na-eme. Any[ gbasoro usoro nkqwa mee nchocha a site n’izipxta ma 
kqwaa mgbochiume nd[ bx mkpqnimi n’Qlx. Q bx mkpqnimi nd[ a e nwere n’Olund[ Qlx ka e 
jiri mee nchqcha a. N’ihi ya, mmadx atq bx nd[ Qlx ma bxrxkwa nd[ asxsx epum ha bx olumba 
Qlx ka e jiri mee nchqcha a. Ebe a gbakwasara anya n’asxsx ha bx ebe d[ iche iche e nwere 
mkpqnimi mgbe ha na-asx asxsx ha. Mmadx atq a bx Ume, Fabian nke d[ afq iri ise na abxq ma 
bxrx onye Okporo d[ n’Qlx. Onye nke abxq bx Iloha, Michael Ogbonna. Q d[ afq iri anq na asaa. 
Q bx onye Amxcha d[kwa n’Qlx. Onye ikpeazx bx Iwuji, Obiageli. Q d[ afq iri anq na atq ma 
bxrxkwa onye Xmxeshi n’Qlx. A mxrx mmadx atq nd[ a n’Qlx. Ha nqkwa ebe ahx too. 
 
4.1 Nkqwas[ na ntxcha ngwa qrx 

E depxta ma kqwaa ngwa qrx e jiri rxq qrx na nchqcha a na nkeji a. Ngwa qrx nd[ e jiri mee 
nchqcha a sitere n’olund[ Qlx nke d[ n’Imo Steeti. Xfqdx n’ime ngwa qrx nd[ a bx: 
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3. Igbo izugbe   Qlx    English gloss 

i. /árá/    /ár̃á/    breast 
ii. /éró/    / ér̃ó/    mushroom 
iii. /ḿvɔ́/    /ḿvɔ́/    nail 
iv. /ḿvɔ́/    /ḿṽɔ́/    comb 
v. /dɔ́/    /dɔ́/    rest on the ground 
vi. /dɔ́/    /dɔ́/    drag something (land)  
vii. /zɔ́/    /zɔ́/    safe 
viii. /zɔ́/    /z̃ɔ́/    transplant 
iv. /dʊ́/    /dʊ́/    survive 
v. /dʊ́/    /dʊ́/    pluck (mango) 
vi. /za ́/    /za ́/    answer 
vii. /za ́/    /z̃a ́/    sweep  
viii. / ɦʊ́/    / ɦʊ́/    see 
viv. / ɦʊ́/    /ɦ̃ʊ́/    roast (yam) 
vv. /ɦá/    /ɦá/    they 
vvi. /ɦá/    /ɦ̃á/    make/prevent rain 
vvii. /rá/    /rá/    lick (orange) 
vviii. /rá/    /r̃á/    intercourse 
viv. /sá/    /sá/    make enlarge 
vv. /sá/    /s ̃á/    mop up (floor) 
 
Na ngwa qrx nd[ a d[ n’elu malite na 3i – xx, e zipxtara ka ha siri kwxrx d[ ka nd[ bx Igbo 
izugbe, olund[ Qlx na mpxtara ha na Bekee. Deta 3i – ii d[ ka ha siri d[r[ n’Qlx na-egosi na e 
nwere mkpqnimi n’elu mgbochiume bx mkpxrx xda /r/. Na mkpqpxta ngwa qrx nd[ a, /r/ na-ebu 
akara mkpqnimi iji gosipxta nd[iche e nwere n’olund[ Qlx na Igbo izugbe. Qdxakpo na-agbago 
elu na mkpqpxta mkpxrxxda /r/ d[ ka mkpqnimi. Na ngwa qrx 3iii na iv tinyere v na vi, e nwere 
mkpqnimi na ngwa qrx 3iv na vi mana e nwegh[ ya na 3iii na v. Mkpqnimi a mere ka e nwee 
nd[iche pxtara ihe n’etiti ngwa qrx 3iii na iv na kwa 3iv na v. Mkpqnimi d[ n’olund[ Qlx mere ka 
e nwee mkp[iche pxtara ihe n’etiti 3iii na 3iv tinyere 3v na vi. 
 
Ngwa qrx a /zɔ́/ na nke a /z̃ɔ́/ na-ezipxta nd[iche na mpxtara [zq mmadx ndx na [z̃q ihe n’ubi. A 
nagh[ enwe mkpqnimi mgbe a na-ekwu maka [zq mmadx ndx mana mkpqnimi na-apxta ihe 
mgbe a na-ekwu maka [z̃q ihe n’ubi d[ ka nd[ Qlx siri ezipxta ha. N’ihi ya, mkpxrx xda /z/ na-
ebu akara mkpqnimi n’[z̃q ihe n’ubi ebe nke qzq anagh[ ebu akara mkpqnimi. Ngwa qrx 3ix na x 
na-egosikwa nd[iche mgbe a na-ekwu maka mmadx [d[ ndx na [ghqta ihe ubi d[ ka oroma. 3ix 
ebugh[ akara mkpqnimi ebe mkpxrx xda /d/ na 3x bu akara  kpqnimi. Ngwa qrx 3xii, xiv na xvi 
nwere mkpqnimi ebe 3xi, xiii na xv bx Igbo izugbe. Nd[iche e nwere n’etiti 3xi na xii bx akara 
mkpqnimi etinyere na mkpxrxxda /z/ na ngwa qrx 3xii. Otu a ka q d[kwa ebe 3xiii na xiv d[. 
Akara mkpqnimi mere ka ngwa qrx 3xi na xii, 3xiii na xiv na kwa 3xv na xvi bxrx mkp[iche 
n’etiti onwe ha. 
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Mkpqnimi pxtakwara ihe na ngwa qrx 3xviii na 3xx. Mgbochiume d[ na ngwa qrx nd[ a bugbado 
akara mpkqnimi. Ebe mgbochiume e nwere na ngwa qrx 3xvii na xix enwegh[ nke nwere 
mkpqnimi. Otu ihe pxtara ezigbo ihe n’ime nchqcha a bx na q bx naan[ na mkpxrxxda 
mgbochiume ka a na-enweta mkpqnimi ebe qdxakpo na-ar[ elu iji gosipxta nd[iche mkpqnimi 
nwere n’ebe xdaimi d[ . Qzq kwa, mkpqnimi na-ebutekwa mkp[iche n’etiti mkpxrxokwu abxq d[ 
ka ha siri pxta ihe n’qtxtx ngwa qrx nd[ any[ rxtxrx aka na nchqcha a. Q d[ mkpa [rxtx aka na 
mkpqnim nd[ a pxtara ihe n’ime ngwa qrx nd[ a bx naan[ ebe e nwere olund[ Qlx. Mgbe q bxla a 
na-akpqpxta ngwa qrx nd[ d[ n’Igbo izugbe, anagh[ enwe mkpqnimi. Nke a gosiri na mkpxrxxda 
mkpqnimi ad[gh[ n’Igbo izugbe. Q bx naan[ n’Qlx ka ederede a zipxtara mkpqnimi ole na ole 
nke pxtara ihe na ngwa qrx nd[ a kqwarala.   
 
5.1  Nch[kqta na mmechi nchqcha 

5.1 Nch[kqta 

Nchqcha a lebara anya n’ihe banyere mkpqnimi d[ ka otu n’ime xdaasxsx e nwere n’Igbo txmad[ 
ka o siri metxta olund[ Qlx. O lebakwara anya n’qd[d[ nj[akpq mgbe a na-akpqpxta mkpqnimi. 
Na nchqcha a, any[ chqpxtara na mkpqnimi ad[gh[ n’Igbo izugbe. Naan[ ihe Igbo izugbe nwere 
bx xdaimi nke xfqdx n’ime ha na-eyitatx mkpqnimi mana ha abxgh[ mkpqnimi. Ederede a 
chqpxtara na e nwere mkpqnimi n’olund[ Qlx. N’olund[ Qlx bx nke e jiri mere ihe mgbakwasa 
xkwx, nchqcha a chqpxtara na mkpqnimi na-apxta ihe naan[ ebe mkpxrxxda mgbochiume d[. 
Xdaume anagh[ ebx akara mkpqnimi n’Qlx. Xfqdx mkpxrxxda a chqpxtara na-ebu akara 
mkpqnimi bx /r, v, d, z, ɦ, s/. Nchqcha a chqpxtakwara na mkpqnimi bx xda qnx n’ihi na 
qdxakpo na-agbagotu elu mgbe a na-akpqpxta mkpqnimi. Qdxakpo anagh[ agbago kpamkpam. 
Nke a mere na nukwu ikuku na-esi n’qnx apx ebe obere ikuku na-esizi n’imi apx nke na-eme na 
mkpqnimi na-eyitetu xdaimi mgbe a na-akpqpxta ya.  Nke a gosiri na mkpqnimi bx xda qnx ma 
bxrxkwa xdaasxsx d[ iche n’xdaimi.   
 

5.2 Mmechi 

Na mmechi, mkpqnimi bx mkpxrxxda pxtara ihe n’asxsx mba xwa d[ iche iche d[ ka Frenchi, 
Yoruba, Pqlish. Q bxgh[ naan[ n’asxsx Igbo ka e nwere mkpqnimi. Mkpqnimi bx mkpxrxxda 
pxrx iche n’asxsx Igbo tumad[ ka o siri metxta olund[ d[ iche iche q na-apxta ihe na 
Ya d[ ka Qlx. N’ihi ya, q bx qpxrxiche mkpxrxxda n’asxsx Igbo nke mere na qtxtx n’ime ha na-
ebute mkp[iche n’etiti ha na mkpxrxxda ole na ole e nwere n’Igbo izugbe. Q d[ mkpa ime ka 
aghqta na mkpqnimi bx mkpxrxxda pxtara ihe n’asxsx Igbo. N’ihi ya, ntinyeuche nd[ nchqcha bx 
na o kwesiri ka etinye mkpqnimi n’ime mkpxrxxda Igbo izugbo. Ime nke a ga-eme ka mkpqnimi 
bata na chaat[ mkpxrxxda mgbochiume Igbo maka na o nwere nd[iche q na-ebute n’okwu ebe q 
bxla q batara n’asxsx Igbo.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

9 

 



Interdisciplinary Journal of African & Asian Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, 2016, ISSN: 2504-8694    

 

Nrxmaka 

Anagbogu, P. N., Mbah, B. M. & Eme, C. A. (2010). Introduction to linguistics. Awka: J. F. C. 
 Limited. 
 
Anozie, C. C. (1999). Linguistiiki sayensi asxsx. Nsukka: Fulladu Publishing Company. 
 
Ikekeonwu, C. (1984). Contrastive consonant nasalization in Igbo. Afrika und Ubersee, Band 
 69, Heft 2.  
 
Nkamigbo, L. C. (2014). Nasalization, aspiration and labialization in Igbo dialect phonology. 
 SKASE Journal of Linguistics, 11, 2, 59 – 67. 
 
Obi, E. M. C. (1997). The domain of nasalization and aspiration in Osuowere. Ederede B.A. 
 Mahadum Na[jir[a, Nsxka. 
 
Okorji, R. I.. (1999). Modification of some consonantal segments in Umuchu dialect of Igbo: A 
 phonemic evaluation. Nsukka Journal of the Humanities, 10, 227-236. 
 

Umo, C. U. & Ezema, H. (2007). Mkpanaka nchqcha n’Igbo. Nsukka: Paschal Communications. 

 

10 

 


